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Corruption: A legal or moral issue?
A moral issue can be described as an issue that involves a difference of belief or principle and not a matter of preference. Anything moral also changes from society to society hence the difficulty at determining what is universally moral.                             
Corruption is considered to be sinful and evil according to some code or theory “thou shall not steal.” It is clear betrayal of public trust. It greats a situation which affect others, it has the potential to harm others and also including yourself. Corruption in some cases literally kills.
Researches show that there is an increasing rate on school corruption. This happens in the form of bribes to secure a student’s admission to school or to pass exams. Corruption on education is rated at 11% (source adapted from Daily Sun issue of Wednesday the 9th April 2014. Findings by Corruption Watch)   
We can’t say corruption is exquisite. Coming to our leaders of today, who are involved in frauds etc. lead a very bad example to us. The hottest corruption issue at the moment is President Jacob Zuma’s Nkandla homestead. Public protector Thuli Madonsela said over R200 million spent on renovations amounted to what she called opulence on a grand scale. A person can never think that such people whom we believe in can do such acts or rather things.
Bribery is also a form of corruption. Corruption has become a norm in this world of ours. Take for an example, a man who was beaten for not paying a bribe. It is said that a 42-year-old man was allegedly asked for a R1 000 bribe and a drink by a police officer for, as he refused, the poor man was beaten. The police officer assaulted the man on private part. A pregnant 28-year-old woman who was in the vehicle at the time of the incident, said ”The cops swore at us when we tried to tell them we could be late for work .One of them slapped my hand when I took pictures and even hit me on my stomach.” (source adapted from Daily Sun. Issue of Tuesday 11th of February 2014).People whom we put our faith in them to help us in times of danger ,are the one’s whom are a danger or rather threat to us. Men and women who should be arresting these people who perform this acts that are against the law, are actually the one’s do the negative acts.
According to the findings of Corruption Watch, South Africans think that corruption on the public sector is getting worse. Last year South Africa ranked 72nd out of 177. According to the government’s official website, over R300 million has been recovered from officials found guilty of corruption that were reported to the national Anti-Corruption Hotline.
We have to create an environment that is not comfortable for the corrupt. The most important way is to increase the public’s voice against them. South Africa is on a slippery slope of corruption. It should never be tolerated irrespective who you are the law shall take its course upon you. People should wake up from this dream or rather fantasy, saying that corruption is in our bloods. This is just a myth.
Patience Mkhosana from Corruption Watch said; ‘’ I believe that corruption can be fought by applying laws that already exist.’’ There are certain ways to prevent corruption from increasing, give better salary in government jobs, because many employees such as clerk office staff receive low salaries and make more money in terms of corruption (bribery). Increase number of workers, because officials benefit in terms of working hard.
Laws that dismiss the worker if found involved in corrupted activities, keep transactions online and provides bill per purchase, because many of them do not pay taxes and escapes and making unwanted payments online involves corruption. Cameras in workplaces, to watch the employee’s performances who often take bribe. All business should develop anti-corruption policies and guideline.
People who do corruption should be punished with various punishments that are very strict. Take for an example: if someone has committed fraud, he/she has to lose their jobs and be blacklisted so that they will not be employed by any company/one in this country. This should continue as time goes by, because this will ensure that the workers or rather the employees do not commit corruption. People need jobs in order to survive, no one will make corrupt activities because obviously they need the jobs and to lose your job that is something else. And also they have to give back all the property that they were given by the company they are working for. 
We don’t have to accommodate corruption, it is pure sinful and unlawful. We have to create a corruption free society. The next generation has to use these public resources, we cannot live with corruption as it is a wrongful act, and because we have to work against corruption we need each other: working together we can make our country a corruption free country. We cannot let corruption over take or rather conquer our lives. All we need to do is try to bring change and do things in the right way without the means of corruption. We strongly need to believe that corruption can be destroyed and become non-existent.
LET’S JUST BE FAITHFUL, HONEST, AND TRUTHFUL AND WE CAN DEFEAT THE CORRUPTION WAR….
